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THE CHRISTMAS SEASON.   On reflection. 

In the Dec. North Rode News Reel we trailed the upcoming events. 

This was a very exciting and successful Christmastide commencing 

with our - 

 

Daintry Hall Nursery Nativity 3rd December 

This is increasingly becoming enjoyed by our congregation though 

staged and produced solely by the School and primarily for the 

parents. Next time we will highlight it as a delightful opener for the 

Christmas Season, but that is some way off! 

Gawsworth Christmas Tree Festival 7th /15th Dec. 

This wonderful Annual Event in Gawsworth Church invited us to again 

take a tree to be among the 20/30 decorated and displayed by local 

bodies. Parties come from far and wide, enjoying the refreshments 

available in the Hall. It is an important income raiser and one we must 

continue to support. 

Toy Service on Sunday 8th December 

Grateful thanks to the many folks who donated and   also to the 

Bebingtons who delivered a car load of wrapped and labelled gifts 

destined for the NSPCC  to their collection point, Boots in Barn Road, 

Congleton. Boots staff expressed their surprise and delight at the 

quantity and we believe that an acknowledgment will be forthcoming. 

Carol Service, 9 lessons & carols, Sunday 15th December 

Once again we were delighted to welcome Ian Macintosh and the 

Macclesfield Light Orchestra this year augmented by soloist Kevin Price 

and several new members. The Church was pleasantly full making the 

serving of hot Glühwein and mince pies somewhat hazardous. 

Midnight Mass 11pm on Christmas Eve 

Rev. Bruce Lamb kindly took the service which suffered a failure of the 

lights on the entry and right hand side of the nave. Not easily 

diagnosed but perhaps disguised the slight decrease in numbers from 

previous years. The service also progressed swiftly, nearly finishing 

too early for the singing of the Christmas Carol!   

It is a service for which we have become known so please remember 

to make it a must next year. 

 

Looking Forward 

Not only are we now starting to see winter flowers in the garden, with 

snowdrops coming out, and daffodil leaves appearing to herald spring, 



we now look forward to Ash Wednesday on 26th February.  Gawsworth 

will hold most of the Lent Lunches on Tuesdays, but Anne Lever is very 

kindly hosting ours at 12 noon on Tuesday 10th March at Grange 

Cottage, Shellow Lane, with donations going to Christian Aid. 

 

100 Club 

It is nearly a year since I took over as Treasurer of North Rode PCC. 

Although the congregation at regular services is quite small in number, 

the support for the church from the village as a whole is huge. 

Fundraising, through various local events and the Gift Day, has been 

very successful with the latter raising £1,707 last year. A massive 

thank you to everyone who has made generous donations and 

supported events over the past year. Our cakes and refreshments stall 

at two Vintage fairs raised an amazing £1,403, the summer lunch 

£1,273, and the Harvest Supper £473, all providing much needed 

funds for church maintenance. 

Another way of raising money is through the 100 Club. At present 

there are 58 numbers available. If you would like to join the cost is 

just £1 per month for one number, £5 for five numbers etc. Three cash 

prizes are drawn each month and distributed quarterly. The church 

retains 50% of the contributions. An application form with all the 

details is available in the church on the Welcome table or from me. 

Your involvement with the 100 Club would be greatly appreciated. 

Lynn Petts (01260 222902). 

 

Best wishes to: 

Jean Moreton who is in Belong Care home, Macclesfield, for some 

respite care and would welcome visitors. 

 

Monthly Reports 

 

WI Notes 

The January meeting was opened by the President Bronwen 

Bebington and she welcomed the members, wishing 

everyone a Happy New Year. 

Several dates for the coming months were read out. The CFWI 

Centenary Concert is on Tuesday February 25th and several members 

are going to this event. Cloud Group have booked 2 coaches for 

Chester. Details were given out The County Quiz. The first round is at 

Smallwood Village Hall on Tuesday 18th February and a team is 

entering from our members. In March the CFWI  Annual Council 

Meeting is at Winsford on Tuesday 10th March  7.30 pm when Annabel 



Tiffin, North West Tonight Presenter, will be the Guest Speaker. On 

Saturday 18th April, 2 pm to 4.30 pm, there is a Posh Puds and Flower 

Afternoon at Lower Withington Village Hall. This includes a Flower 

Demonstration by Dorothy Monks. Tickets are £18. The AGM is at the 

Royal Albert Hall in early June and the Royal Cheshire Show is on the 

16th and 17th June at Tabley. We are holding our Annual Coffee Morning 

at Gawsworth Methodist Church Hall on Thursday 30th April. More 

details to come.  

The Speaker for the evening was Heather Swaine, a volunteer at Little 

Moreton Hall, talking about Tudor Food and Tudor Times. Heather is 

an excellent speaker and she brought Bread, Cheese, and Medlar Jam 

plus Figgy Pudding which members enjoyed. The pudding plus other 

items Heather had made herself. It was an excellent evening. The 

Competition for Homemade Fudge was won by Margaret Worthington 

and second was Hilary Trueman. The Raffle was won by Mary Hobson. 

The next Meeting is one Tuesday 11th February when we are having a 

Watercolour Demonstration by Paul Robinson. All visitors are welcome 

at Eaton Church and Community Hall on the second Tuesday of the 

month 7.30pm. 

 

Marton School News 

Dear Friends  

We hope you have all enjoyed the Christmas holidays and rest. We 

returned to school this week and everyone has had a good break. 

We have our annual theatre trip to look forward to this month as part 

of our post-Christmas treat. The whole school will be watching The 

Prince and the Pauper at the New Vic Theatre with transport funded 

by Marton Friends and Family. 

Marton Friends and Family raised a significant amount last term from 

the Christmas fair and hugely popular Christmas Shop. All of this 

money will feed directly back into school and our children and we are 

beyond grateful for this support. We will be holding our annual AGM 

meeting on Tuesday 21st January at 3.45pm if you would like to join 

us. All family and friends of the school are very welcome! 

We will also be welcoming the Arch Deacon to school this month as he 

will lead an act of Worship and meet the Ethos children. We will be 

discussing our new school vision – Sow Nurture Grow with him and 

will continue to develop this theme during our Christian Values Day. 

Wishing you all a very happy and prosperous new year, your friend 

Nevin Deakin.   


